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President’s Annual Report                                                                                                                                                                     

What a joy it has been for me to serve as President of the Alliance Community Pantry since the founding of the organization in 
2010.  It has been such a wonderful opportunity to be part of something new and vital from the very beginning.  In November 
we celebrated the first anniversary of the opening of the pantry.   We have completed our first full calendar year of operation. 

At a first anniversary celebration with major donors I made the following comments which reflect my feelings at this key 
milestone: 

Those of us that were involved with the idea of a community pantry from the very beginning – Betsy Cornell, Matt Stinson, Barb Armitage, 
Gloria Whiteley-Magrath and myself - had high aspirations for what a pantry could become.  We were soon joined by lots of others that shared 
our hopes.  We all agree that what has happened here has far exceeded our greatest dreams in all areas.  We feel so strongly the Lord’s work 
and blessings in so many ways. 

I recently asked our founding group to reflect on why they thought we had been successful.  The following statement is a 
compilation of their responses.  I include this because I think it is so important to realize WHY we’ve been successful so that 
we can make sure we keep doing these fundamental things to assure our continued success. 

BASIS OF SUCCESS OF ALLIANCE COMMUNITY PANTRY 

The Alliance Community has been successful because we’ve focused on a major unmet need with a clear mission.  This unmet 
need was dramatically illustrated by several years of Kiwanis Club One Day Food distributions.  What was learned from this 
program provided key inputs as a solid foundation was developed from which to start a pantry. 

We’ve brought strong leadership to an organization that has provided an excellent, high visibility facility and recruited 
dedicated volunteers with a great commitment to serving our clients.  Having a strong visionary person leading and challenging 
all those involved has been very helpful. 

Through outstanding communication to our community, we’ve secured broad based community support that has put us on a 
strong financial basis.  A major key to our success is the ability to purchase food at low cost from the Akron-canton Regional 
Food Bank – a strong progressive Food Bank.  We also benefitted from operating in the size of community where one major 
organization could reach all the clients and become a focal point for food and monetary contributions. 

Throughout this process, we’ve been very much aware of the presence of the Lord and give thanks for the blessings He has 
brought to our work. 

 

Annual Board Meeting 

 
Pantry board members were introduced 
and assigned to committees during the 
first annual meeting of Alliance 
Community Pantry on Jan. 9.  President 
Dave Puterbaugh welcomed new board 
members (pictured on back) to the Board, 
assigning them to various pantry 
committees.  Dave reviewed numbers 
from the first year of pantry activities, 
noting that 7007 community members 
benefitted from food during our first year. 
Dave presented his Annual Report and  
excerpts are below. 



 

   

ACP BOARD MEMBERS 
• Barb	  Armitage	  

•	   Betsy	  Cornell	   	  

•	   Richard	  Duro,	   	  

	  	  	   Emeritus	   	  

•	   Elayne	  Dunlap	   	  

•	   Lisa	  Garren	   	  

•	   Peggy	  Hawkins	  

•	   Corrine	  Hirvela	   	  

•	   Carol	  Henry	   	  

•	   Darlene	  Packey	   	  

•	   Mike	  Patterson	   	  

•	   Dave	  Puterbaugh,	   Pres.	   	  

•	   Betty	  Rush	   	  

•	   Sue	  Ryan,	  Secretary	   	  

•	   Bob	  Shaffer,	   Treasurer	   	  

•	   Matt	  Stinson	  

•	   Gary	  Wagner	   	  

•	   Gloria	  Whiteley-‐Magrath,	  

•	   Renee	  Young	  

	  	  	   	  

 

ARTSINSTARK GRANT WILL BEAUTIFY PANTRY 

The pantry has been notified that the UMU chapter of the art honorary 
Kappa Pi won a small grant from Arts in Stark to select historical 
photos located in Rodman Public Library and frame copies of them for 
placement in the Alliance Community Pantry.  Student Teresa 
Kruckenberg will coordinate the project.   

Akron Canton Regional Food Bank Site Visit                     
Finds Pantry Perfect!                                  

During December, visitors from the Akron Canton Regional 
Food Bank conducted a Site Review of the Pantry.  We were 
totally in compliance. Below are excerpts from their report. 

Excellent program!  Clean, organized warehouse   with all 
items dated.  Refrigeration equipment working properly with 
temperature logs in place.   Forms accurate and complete.  
No findings. 

Hats off to the entire staff and team of volunteers who work 
at the pantry.  They are doing a stellar job!! 

New Board Members (from left) Darlene 
Packey, Carol Henry, Renee Young and 
Corrine Hirvela.  Gary Wagner was absent 
from photo. 

UMU STUDENTS 
CLEAN PANTRY 

 
With hundreds of clients, 
family members, and 
volunteers visiting the 
pantry each week, 
regular cleaning is 
important.  The pantry 
depends on Pantry 
Managers and volunteers 
who do a marvelous job 
with daily cleaning. 

On Martin Luther King Day, nine Mount Union students, in conjunction 
with a service day coordinated by the Regula Center, arrived at the pantry 
armed with buckets, supplies and a list of assignments to give the pantry a 
thorough winter cleaning.  They cleaned the ceiling fans, emptied shelves 
and washed them, washed down walls, cleaned bathrooms, wiped down                      
     desks and walls and washed glass          
     refrigerator doors in the pantry.      
     We thank them for another                 
c                                                          collaborative effort between the          
     university and the pantry. 
 
  

Josh Jones, a senior from    
Cuyohaga Falls, wipes 
down fans. 

Taylor Ruffing, a University of Mount 
Union sophomore from Attica, in 
foreground, and Julianne Liberati, a 
sophomore from Pittsburgh, clean 
display case shelving during a work day. 


