
 

 

 For	  the	  Alliance	  Community	  Pantry,	  Accessibility	  Was	  A	  Key	  Element	  in	  Planning	  

One	  of	  the	  key	  points	  in	  planning	  the	  pantry	  before	  it	  
opened	  was	  to	  ensure	  handicapped	  accessibility	  for	  those	  
clients	  in	  wheelchairs.	  	  Being	  on	  one	  floor	  took	  care	  of	  basic	  
accessibility,	  but	  other	  considerations	  have	  become	  part	  of	  
the	  pantry	  practice.	  

When	  clients	  in	  wheelchairs	  arrive	  at	  the	  pantry,	  they	  can	  
either	  enter	  through	  the	  large	  back	  warehouse	  door	  on	  the	  
concrete	  pad	  so	  
that	  the	  wheelchair	  
doesn’t	  have	  to	  
fight	  the	  gravel,	  or	  
through	  the	  
grocery	  area	  door	  
exit	  which	  is	  at	  
street	  level.	  	  A	  

pantry	  representative	  notes	  his/her	  place	  in	  line	  and	  gets	  him/her	  a	  
number.	  	  When	  the	  number	  comes	  up,	  he/she	  is	  escorted	  through	  the	  
shopping	  and	  assisted	  to	  transportation	  with	  his/her	  groceries.	  	  Shelf	  
height	  doesn’t	  matter	  as	  each	  client	  has	  a	  personal	  shopper	  to	  reach	  and	  
keep	  track	  of	  items	  obtained.	  

It	  is	  also	  possible	  for	  disabled	  clients	  to	  obtain	  and	  complete	  a	  proxy	  so	  
that	  a	  home	  health	  care	  worker	  or	  family	  member	  can	  shop	  for	  them,	  
but	  for	  some,	  getting	  out	  and	  having	  the	  opportunity	  to	  choose	  for	  
themselves	  is	  fun.	  

Chris	  Blaser	  shops	  with	  Terra	  
Faulkner,	  warehouse	  coordinator 

Virginia	  Guy,	  a	  pantry	  regular,	  
shops	  with	  her	  aide,	  Cathy	  Brown,	  

who	  pulls	  the	  grocery	  cart	  

NEW VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR NAMED 
     Peggy	  Hawkins	  is	  the	  new	  Volunteer	  Coordinator	  
at	  the	  Alliance	  Community	  Pantry.	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  A	  retired	  United	  Methodist	  minister	  who	  served	  
churches	  in	  Salem	  and	  Homeworth,	  Hawkins	  has	  served	  as	  
president	  of	  the	  Alliance	  Council	  of	  Churches	  Board	  for	  15	  
years	  and	  has	  been	  on	  the	  ACP	  Board	  since	  its	  inception.	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  With	  no	  paid	  staff,	  the	  pantry	  relies	  exclusively	  on	  about	  
20	  volunteers	  each	  day	  of	  operation.	  	  While	  some	  of	  the	  
scheduling	  is	  done	  on	  line,	  personal	  calls	  make	  up	  the	  
bulk	  of	  her	  job.	  
	  	  	  	  	  "The	  lifeline	  of	  any	  organization	  is	  its	  volunteers,"	  she	  
said,	  "and	  how	  we	  interact	  with	  each	  other	  and	  our	  clients	  
is	  key.”	  	  Peggy	  took	  the	  volunteer	  reins	  in	  July	  and	  we	  welcome	  her	  to	  the	  position.	  

New Volunteer Coordinator                  
Peggy Hawkins 
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BOARD MEMBERS 
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Job and Family Services Counselor 
Jennifer Parmeter, works with teens during 
the summer.  This year she wrote a grant for a 
project with them that culminated in a 
celebration dinner at Robertsons. 

In this project students created projects in 
various media which were auctioned at the 
dinner with proceeds donated to the pantry.  
They raised over $450.  We thank them and 
salute the project as a great beginning 
experience in helping others. 

Finally,	  The	  Mount	  Union	  residence	  life	  staff	  and	  Raider	  Guides,	  
who	  work	  with	  groups	  of	  first	  year	  students,	  made	  laundry	  soap	  and	  
t-‐shirt	  bags	  for	  the	  pantry.	  	  They	  delivered	  them	  Aug	  18th,	  took	  a	  tour,	  
and	  learned	  about	  volunteer	  opportunities	  at	  the	  pantry. 

 

      First	  Christian	  Church	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
	   Creates	  Float	  	  

First Christian Church, one of the 
original founders of the pantry, 
built a float for the 2014 Carnation 
Parade.    They’ve walked each year 
during the parade, collecting food 
for the pantry.  This year, during 
the weeks leading up to the parade, 

they invited residents to bring food donations for the pantry to the parade.  
Over 600 pounds of food were collected.   The Alliance Middle School 
football team walked with the float and collected the food donations and 
handed it to the people on the 
float. 

Also walking were church 
members and volunteers from 
the pantry.  In addition to the 
food, $918.56 was donated to 
the adults by people watching 
the parade.   

SURPRISE DONATIONS 

The Rodman Public 
Library held a “Fine 
Free Book Return” in 
which library fines 
were forgiven in 
exchange for a 
donation to our 
pantry.  We received 
over 800 pounds of 
food.  A terrific win- 
win for everyone. 

ELKS SUPPORT PANTRY WITH FOOD AND HELP! 

Members of the Alliance BPO Elks made a major donation 
of $2,000 toward the purchase of food for the pantry with a 
grant from their National Foundation.  After donating the 
money to purchase shelving for the new refrigeration unit 
last summer, they renewed their support this year with a 
donation toward the purchase of food during summer, a 
time when donations are typically less.  Seen here are 
members of the Elks as they came to the pantry to help out. 

Rick Potts, Bill Smyth, Bill Steed, 
Tom Rastetter, Exalted Ruler Marilyn 
Dailey, Jeff Dillon, and Gary Wagner. 


